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We are pleased to report that the museum shop is doing very 
well so far this year which has enabled us to give a festive look 
for the run-up to Christmas and lots of new items to tempt you to 
part with your money! A boost in sales now would complete a 
good year. 

We have some wonderful products at very reasonable prices 
which will make really special presents for all ages and we have 
the best range of local history books in town. New for this year 
are especially made-up gift packs for adults and   children. New 
ranges include cuddly toys (cats, dogs and owls), sunflower     
pottery, unique local coloured notelets, Elva books Jane Austen    
period costume books, children’s books by a local author,        
children’s binoculars and many more. 

Remember that all museum society members will receive a 10% discount on all goods from 1 November until we close to the 
public on Sunday 12 December and every purchase, large or small helps the museum – so why not come in and see what there 
is? While you’re here remember that the drinks machine does a good range of hot drinks including hot chocolate and soup as 
well as different ranges of tea and coffee – all at very  competitive rates and there are new displays in the refreshment area to 
explore.  Why go anywhere else?!        Chris, Emma, Peter & Don 

 

 

Christmas Craft Fair 
The Museum is hosting a Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday 4th December 2010 to raise money for the     
Education and Conservation Funds. There will be a selection of local craft stalls around the museum as well 
as various entertainments throughout the day. A raffle with prizes donated by local businesses will be 
drawn at 4pm with tickets available throughout the day. There will also be refreshments available for a 
donation. Please come along and support the Museum and our local crafters as well as joining in our 
Christmas celebrations. Entry to the museum on the day will be £1 per person. There are still a few craft 
tables available for hire. If you are interested in hiring a craft table please contact Claire at the Museum on 
01424 787950 or email bexhillmuseumed@gmail.com. The fee is £25.00 which goes towards the Education 
and Conservation Funds. Please reply before the end of November and as soon as possible as tables are 
going quickly!         Claire Eden 

Christmas Shopping at Bexhill Museum Amateur Theatrical Costume 
A collection by Irene Poole 

The current exhibition is of headdresses and costumes 
made for amateur dance, acrobatic and theatrical           
performances over the last 20 
years. 

Amateur dramatic and dance 
groups generally have limited 
budgets, therefore requiring  
creative sourcing and                   
imaginative use of materials, all 
the while still producing an   
authentic result. 

Each piece in this exhibition is 
created using a variety of          
materials, mostly reused and  
recycled.  

In producing the costumes and 
headdresses, every requirement 
must be considered from          
conception, through to design 
and creation. Perhaps the most 
valuable tools required in a     
theatrical costume creator are 
an ability to source plenty of      
materials, a vivid imagination, 
time and patience; although 
time isn’t always an afforded 
luxury! 
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Diary Dates     

Bexhill Artists Workspace       
Open Studio 
7th, 14th, 21st & 28th November 
5th & 12th December 2010 
Bexhill Museum Education Room 

Lecture  
‘The Gunpowder Plot’  
by Tim MacDonald,  
3rd November 2010               2.30pm  
St Augustine’s Hall 

Coffee Morning 
4th November 2010              10am  
Parkhurst Hall 

New World Civilisations Workshop 
The Moche  
by Ken Brooks,  
13th November 2010             2pm 
Museum Education Room  

Guided Walk 
Stepping Out to Bexhill in World War 
Two (Part 3)  
with Heather Morrey,  
14th November 2010              2pm 
meet at west end of West Parade  

Lecture 
‘The Archaeology of the Western 
Front’  
by Luke Barber,  
17th November 2010              2.30pm 
St Augustine’s Hall 

New World Civilisation Workshop 
The Maya 
by Ken Brooks,  
20th November 2010              2pm 
Museum Education Room  

Outing 
Victorian Festival of Christmas at 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
26th November 2010 

New World Civilisations Workshop 
The Incas 
by Ken Brooks,  
27th November 2010             2pm 
Museum Education Room  

Lecture, 
‘The Belgians in Bexhill’  
by Paul Wright,  
1st December 2010                 2.30pm  
St Augustine’s Hall 

Coffee Morning 
2nd December 2010               10am  
Parkhurst Hall 

Christmas Fair at the museum 
6th November 2010            11-5pm  

Guided Walk 
Stepping Out to Collington Wood  
with Cliff Dean 
8th December 2010                9am 
meet at entrance in Westcourt Drive 

Sunday 12th December is the last day 
the museum is open to the public 
until Tuesday 1st February 2011. 

 

www.bexhillmuseum.co.uk 

On Thursday 30th September last, Members and friends of the Museum had a further outing 
to the National Trust property Uppark House and Garden at South Harting, near Petersfield 
in Hampshire. The day was fine after a very good journey we arrived in time for coffee and 
biscuits, before we had a special guided tour of the “below stairs” basement which is laid out 
as it would have been in the 1880s when the mother of H.G. Wells was the Housekeeper. 
The guides were excellent , and it was fascinating to go along the underground passageways 
between the main house and the kitchens in a separate building. 

The house has been the home of the Fetherstonhaugh family from 1747, although it was 
built in the late 17th century as a tranquil and intimate property, situated high on the South 

Downs with magnificent views to the sea 
near Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight. In 
1989 there was a devastating fire which 
destroyed a large part of the house;   
although many of the treasures on the 
ground floor which had been collected on 
the Grand Tour were rescued. However 
skilled craftsmen and conservators have 
restored the house to its former glory. 

After the tour of the basement we had 
free time to have lunch or a picnic, and 
then explore the rest of the house and 
gardens whose design was inspired by 
Humphrey Repton. We set off for home 

at 4pm and had a good journey with no problems. A fascinating day out enjoyed by all. 

       Michael & Bettina Openshaw 

Coach outing to Uppark 

This was exactly the question put to me about fifteen months ago, and my initial reaction was ‘Why 
me?’ – I’m not sure that I ever got a satisfactory answer to that, but being an inquisitive sort, I         
followed, perhaps too quickly, with ‘just what does it entail?’ The look in John Betts’s eye read 
‘hooked!’ 

A fair amount of paperwork including The Companies Act 1985 didn’t really answer my concerns, but a 
brief statement that the Board of Trustees (also called Directors) were responsible for ownership of the 
collections, policy setting and monitoring, and financial control, gave me a general overview. ‘I really 
have no previous experience of anything like this’ I pleaded, but with the alternating vision of walking 
into Harry Enfield’s ‘I Saw You Coming’ shop and an interesting new challenge, I found myself          
introduced to you at last year’s AGM. 

So, just what has it meant in practice? I’ve attended bimonthly meetings on Friday afternoons; that the 
day changed to suit my existing work commitment, implied that I was wanted! We’ve discussed and 
agreed a Forward Plan for the Museum, looked at the implications of a larger building in managing the 
budget, explored ways of attracting more visitors and expanding the services on offer to the local  
community, and so many more issues that arise in the running of a business that relies totally on the 
goodwill and energies of its members and volunteers. 

Job satisfaction? Well after just one year I can’t claim to have made a difference, but I have a far 
greater understanding of how the Society functions and I enjoy sharing ideas with others who also 
value the Museum and its place in Bexhill. It would seem that I must be doing something right since 
this year’s question was ‘Would you like to become Head of Personnel and join the Executive          
Committee?’ As a result I now meet monthly with those who implement the plans and policies set out 
by the Board, a more hands-on role giving me an insight into the amazing individuals who give their 
time, frequently behind the scenes, in research, conservation, maintenance, fund raising, preparing 
displays, exhibitions, talks, walks, trips, events, and educational workshops, as well as those front of 
house and in the galleries. The list is never-ending and thankfully expanding, and maybe in the future I 
will get the opportunity to ask some of you ‘Would you like to become .........?’ 
        Rachel Whitham 

Would you like to become a Director of Bexhill Museum? 
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Wartime Toys and the Fairhurst Boys 

During World War ll, many things were ‘hard to come by’; 
food, clothing and other things were rationed and luxuries 
were almost non-existent. I was a small boy at the time 
and fortunate that my parents were experts in the ‘make 
do and mend’ way of life forced on people by the dreadful 
effects of the war.  My mother was an innovative cook and 
a very capable seamstress; our family was well fed and 
always well dressed. 
    I was the middle boy of three but my brothers and I did 
not really suffer the deprivations of many of our                    
contemporaries.  We lived in Lancashire in a nice house 
that my father had designed and built not many years   
before the outbreak of the war; we had a good-sized     
garden and in the garden there was a cherry tree. 
    I believe that the cherry tree was lost in a garden re-
design many years ago but parts of it linger on; my father’s      
artistry and craft skills, very useful in times of deprivation, 
were put to good use in converting selected sections of the 
tree into   ‘pull-along’ toys for us.  Apparently, Dad studied 
the tree very thoroughly to identify suitable bits to cut out 
and trim to make the recognisable shapes for each animal. 
    I believe that the picture was taken in 1944; I am on the 
left, my younger brother is in the middle and our older 
brother is on the right.  We are each sitting in wooden 
trains, also made by my father, and, in the foreground, is 
my Hippo, my elder brother’s Giraffe and my younger 
brother’s Dog. 
 
                                                Peter Fairhurst    Chief Executive 

Wartime Memories 

Earlier this year we launched the Bexhill Museum Forward 
Plan 2010-2014, setting out the Society's aims and ambitions for the period leading up to the museum's centennial year. When 
being written it was agreed that it should be a 'living' document, reviewed at regular intervals. The directors have decided that 
the first review should start now and be completed for discussion at the next Board Meeting on 28 January 2011.  All members 
are invited to join in this process. So, please let us know your views on how we are progressing to date and perhaps more     
importantly your comments on how we should go forward. Copies of the Plan are available at the museum or may be 
downloaded from the website. This is your chance to become involved with guiding Bexhill Museum towards that important 
date in 2014.                            John Betts Chairman  

Our Oral History and Reminiscence group had a wonderful   
opportunity to do some community and intergenerational work 
with St. Michaels’s church on the 24th September. The vicar of 
St. Michaels, Fr. Stephen Huggins, asked if we could facilitate 
some reminiscence sessions with older parishioners and school 
children. The older parishioners would recount some of their 
memories of their war experiences, and the children would 
have the opportunity to “interview” them.  We agreed that 
Lesley Wilde and myself would assist the process, and record 
the interviews using the Marantz digital recorder.  
Five different primary schools took part, with over 150 children 
and 10  older people. The reminiscences were rich and varied, 
ranging from memories of taking active part in the services 
overseas, and at home, to being an evacuee. The children    
listened in fascination as one speaker recalled taking part in 
Dunkirk, and then being torpedoed en route home “I was 
thrown into the water. I was so tired. I held onto a piece of 
timber and eventually I was hauled aboard HMS Gossamer, 
There were 600 soldiers on board but only 47 survivors, and I 
was one.” 
Another speaker, Jean Collette, told of being 6 ½ years in the 
Women’s Land Army “I milked cows on alternate weeks. They 
were horned in those days, They were tied up with chains 
round their necks. The older girl used to shove them over and I 
thought “if she can so can I.” One cow with long horns tore my 
breeches – I also go kicked in the gut, and the cow would put 
their foot in the pail...oh I enjoyed it all!”         
Pam Harper gave the children a lot to ask about when she told 
them about an incident one night when she was an Air Raid 
Warden. She came upon a burning field, with  lots of incendiary 
bombs. The burning could be seen for miles around, and they 
had to put out the fires quickly, but they did not have enough 
stirrup pumps, in the end they had to use the marrows in the 
farmers’ field.                       
This elicited a lot of questions from the children – ranging 
from  “what is a stirrup pump” to “ what does an incendiary 
bomb look like?” to “what is a marrow?” 
Other reminiscences included experience of living in Paris      
during the occupation, working in the RAF, serving in Burma, 
and training to be a parachutist. 
All in all , the children had a unique opportunity to make      
history come alive, to  hear personal accounts of how war had 
its humorous moments as well as its horrors, and for the men 
and women who served, to be listened to with respect and 
fascination. Thanks to Fr. Huggins for including us in this      
project and to  Lesley Wilde for summarising the interviews in 
written form. The interviews will be downloaded and kept as 
part of our Oral  history archive.  Sally Hemmings Forward Plan 
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How Would you Like to Receive Your Newsletter? 

Many people who are connected to the internet and 
have email accounts prefer to receive information this 
way rather than by post. This has the benefit to us of 
saving printing, stationery and postage. If you would 
prefer to receive your newsletter and information by 
email, please send an email to Don at                            
museum@rother.gov.uk and we will introduce this    
system shortly. If you are not email connected don’t 
worry – you will continue to receive it by post or hand 
delivered by one of our volunteers. Which leads on to: 
 
Volunteers Required to Walk the Streets! 

Would you be able to hand deliver the museum       
newsletter to other members in your area? We are    
setting up a network of volunteers who will collect      
envelopes for delivery in their street and if possible   
surrounding area. The area to be covered will be chosen 
by you – any not posted will be a valuable saving for the 
charity. Mail outs are five times a year so it is not too 
onerous. If you think you could help, please contact 
Mary Bywater or Rachel Whitham at the museum on 
01424 787950 or 787955. Thank you. 

Museum classes and activities 
This wonderful photographic collage by member John Goddard 
shows a group of students in the museum’s Education Room   
enjoying ‘How the World Cottoned on to Weaving’ in October. 
They were marvelling at the colourful textiles brought in by tutor 
Robert Mucci.  

The format of     
holding a series of 
three connected  
sessions on Saturday 
afternoons seems to 
be working well. In 
November (13th, 
20th and 27th) Ken 
Brooks will be     
sharing his wide 
knowledge of New 
World Civilisations. 
The inspiration for 
the course was the       
museum’s own      
collection of Moche 
pottery. The tutor 
will use slides from 
his own travels and     
research. 
 
In the New Year an 

exciting series is planned linked to the new museum exhibition on 
the late Victorian Age. On February 12th Graham Whitham sets 
the scene with ‘Victoria’s Twilight - Late Victorian Painting’. He 
writes ‘Victorian painting was firmly rooted in naturalism, but as 
the  century progressed and social, economic and political                
circumstances changed, so did art. The grand history paintings of 
the Royal Academy gave way to more popular scenes of everyday 
life and sentimental narrative pictures were challenged by       
representations of working-class reality. This half-day school will 
look at these and other changes in painting during the latter part 
of Victoria’s reign’. 
 
Members may be familiar with Geoffrey Mead from former     
Continuing Education courses run by Sussex University. We are 
fortunate to have him coming to us on February 26th to lead a 
class entitled ‘Local Communities - working with the 1901       
census’. He says: “Historic Sussex communities can be as diverse 
as cosmopolitan resorts, rural farming villages or maritime     
workplaces.  The census allows us to look for the household detail 
as well as wider social patterns in a range of Sussex communities.   

 

Come and peep into back street Brighton, aristocratic 
Firle and windswept Rye harbour...amongst a host of 
others. Students will be working from actual census  
records”. 

Finally on March 19th we welcome well known local 
author Charlotte Moore to talk about her latest book 
‘Hancox, a House and a Family’. Hancox in Whatlington, 
East Sussex is a home occupied by five generations of 
the same family since 1888, and it is a house where 
nothing has ever been thrown away for 120 years. She 
will describe her voyage of discovery as she pieced    
together the evidence left behind by previous             
generations recreating a host of vivid characters and a 
vanished way of life. The talk will be illustrated by slides 
and a host of artefacts from the house. 

Brochures for these courses which include a booking 
form can be obtained from the museum. Do try one of 
theses courses, or a single session, if you fancy looking at 
a subject in more detail than is usually possible in a   
normal lecture, and meeting like minded people! 

    Heather Morrey 


