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As part of our temporary exhibition Life in Death, the Victorian 
Art of Taxidermy we have been able to exhibit the famous      
mermaid specimen from the Booth Museum, Brighton.  

This exhibition also highlights the common practice in Victorian 
and Edwardian times of presenting preserved animal skins in    
life-like poses. A more unusual practise was the creation of     
fanciful creatures that are  not now be usually regarded as part of 
the natural world.  

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨCŜŜƧŜŜ        
ƳŜǊƳŀƛŘΩ Φ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ŀ 
monkey and the body of a fish; however they often were partially  
constructed from wood, clay and wire.  

Such creations would have been popular side-show exhibits as 
well as being included in cabinets of curiosities of formal          
collections. It would be too easy to simply pass it over as a relic of 
times when people were more gullible and the seas largely      
ǳƴŎƘŀǊǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ 
the deep oceans is still a mystery. 

The work of local  taxidermists also feature in the display and in 
particular George Bristow who prepared many of the natural history specimens at Bexhill Museum and was involved in the 
ΩIŀǎǘƛƴƎǎ wŀǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

Mermaid 

²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŘƛƴƻǎŀǳǊ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ .ŜȄƘƛƭƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŘƛƴƻǎŀǳǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ 
Brockhurst and donated to Bexhill Museum in 2008. Dave has found very many important fossils in Bexhill and has always been 
extraordinarily generous to this Museum. 

It was the scientific paper A tiny maniraptoran dinosaur in the Lower Cretaceous Hastings Group: evidence from a new          
vertebrate-bearing locality in southeast England, written by Darren Naish and Steven Sweetman of Portsmouth University and 
published in Cretaceous Research 16th March 2011, which broke the news . They estimate that the length of its skeleton was 
between 16 and 40 cm and that the bone was from an adult specimen. 

The discovery is of enormous scientific interest. We were never in any doubt as to the importance of our local geology; this 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΗ 

Our fossil is a single neck vertebra from a theropod (beast feet) 
dinosaur. It belongs to a group of theropods called the     
maniraptora (hand snatchers) which were mostly smallish        
bird-like dinosaurs. 

It does not match any presently known species of dinosaur      
although it may have resembled a miniature feathery velociraptor 
or small archaeopteryx. This was a very bird-like animal but 
probably had arms rather than wings and tooth lined jaws rather 
than a beak. 

      Julian Porter 
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Diary Dates    
  

Coffee Morning 
4th August 2011                     10am   
Parkhurst Hall                                           
 
Guided Walk 
Stepping Out  on the Sidley to 
Crowhurst Railway 
with Heather Morrey 
7th August 2011                      2pm 
Meet at Sidley car park 
 
Guided Walk 
Stepping Out  for a Family Beach 
Safari at Bexhill 
with Julian Porter 
8th August 2011                      1pm 
Meet outside Bexhill Sea Angling Club  
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
Make you own musical instrument 
18th August                              2-4pm 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
Technology ChallengeτModel 
Making Victorian Shelters 
23rd August                              2-4pm 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
Seashore adventures 
25th August                              2-4pm 
 
Family History Day 
27th August                              11am 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
Technology ChallengeτModel 
Making Cars 
30th August                              2-4pm 
 
Outing 
The Watts Gallery and Loseley Park 
House & gardens Guildford 
30th August             
 
Coffee Morning 
1st September 2011               10am   
Parkhurst Hall                                           
 
Guided Walk 
Stepping Out to Find Belgian 
Refugees in Bexhill 
with Paul Wright 
4th September 2011               2pm 
Meet by the Peace Memorial, St Mary 
Magdalen 
 
Guided Walk 
Stepping Out to Find the Maharajah 
of Cooch Behar 
with Julian Porter 
18th September 2011             2pm 
Meet at Bexhill Museum 
 
Musical Evening with TITUS                 
at Bexhill Museum 
22nd September 2011           7.30pm 
 
SackvilleτSupper with talk 
29th September 2011              

www.bexhillmuseum.co.uk 

tŜǘŜǊ CŀƛǊƘǳǊǎǘΩǎ               
model making activity 

An example of one of the 
models that can be made at 
the Technology Challenge on 
23rd August. 

Volta   gets an airing.  

On a sunny Sunday afternoon at the end of June a unique motor vehicle was on public 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǎ ΨƎǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƴƻǳǊΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .9·IL[[ млл aƻǘƻǊƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ .ŜȄƘƛƭƭΩǎ 
promenade.  This vehicle, the only one of its type ever built, can normally be seen in the 
aƻǘƻǊƛƴƎ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ŀǘ .ŜȄƘƛƭƭ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƛǊƛƴƎΣ ±ƻƭǘŀΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
in the gallery was taken by an early Austin Mini owned by Dave Dickens Smith, the club 
president; the little car was bought in 1960 and remained with its original owner here in 
Bexhill for more than 40 years 

Project Volta has played an important part in motoring history and  particularly in that of 
Bexhill.  The sleek battery-powered vehicle was built by four GCSE students at St. Richards 
Catholic College, Bella Harrison, Vikki White, Ben Richardson and Chris Duncan, under the 
guidance of Peter Fairhurst, CDT teacher at the time and a great deal of engineering and 
financial support. 

The white extremely lightweight, hi-tech bodywork is covered by colourful graphics, the 
logos of the sponsoring companies that made the venture possible.  On the 23rd            
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мффоΣ ¢ŜŀƳ ±ƻƭǘŀ  ΨƛƴǾŀŘŜŘΩ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜ ōŀǎŜ ŀǘ DǊŜŜƴƘŀƳ    
Common in Berkshire: there were the four students, their CDT teacher, several former 
students, observers and official timekeepers from the RAC, representatives from several 
sponsors, photographers, TV cameramen, motoring journalists and assorted well-wishers, 
family members and friends. 

By mid-ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ψaƛǎǎƛƻƴ !ŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΩΤ .ŜȄƘƛƭƭ {ǘΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
in the International FIA and RAC record books.  Along with several other International and 
a number of British RAC records, ±ƻƭǘŀ ǎŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ wŜŎƻǊŘΩΥ- 

FIA International Speed Record, Category A, Group Vlll, Class 1, 1 Km Flying Start @ 
106.746 mph. (Battery powered cars under 500 kg.) 

Photo: Bob Wilkinson 
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Outing to Westenhanger Castle and barns,                           
and Godinton House and Gardens 

Tuesday 10th May 2011 was the second outing for members and friends 
of Bexhill Museum and this was to first of all Westenhanger Castle, next 
to Hythe Racecourse Kent. The castle is a fortified 14th century manor 
house with 16th century barns.  

The castle is under continuous restoration, with help from English      
Heritage, and we had a guided tour of the castle and house and barns to 
explain the restoration techniques and the history of the site from 1300 
to 1750. It was a most interesting morning, and after lunch at the castle 
we went on to Godinton House near Ashford for another guided tour of 
the house. 

Godinton was started in the 14th century and is one of the most         
important and fascinating houses in Kent. It has a variety of styles, tastes 
and furnishings from over the last 600 years. After afternoon tea and 
brownies, there was time to explore the lovely gardens and parkland, 
and the weather was very kind to us. After a most enlightening and    
enjoyable day we left for home at 5pm. 

               Michael & Bettina Openshaw 

Community 

A blackbird sang in Windsor Road 
A tabby cat upon a wall 

protested loudly at the crowd 
advancing on. 

The twitching curtain, puzzled face 
and little girls on scooters, stopped, 

observed this strange invasion. 

Such quiet streets, with human names, 
appropriate for some industry 
and very strong community. 

Among the group of listeners there 
- the history-lovers, always keen - 
some residents, both old and new 

whose contributions brought to life 
their memories of how it was. 

How hard they worked to serve the town 
before the war and after, too. 

To struggle through those hardship days 
was normal then, 

but very close-knit harmony 
was vividly conveyed. 

The little shops to serve the trades 
which passed down through the family. 

ΨŀƴŘ {ƻƴΩ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 
upon the board, 
outside the yard. 

No little shops on corners now, 
Though still some trades. 

But school has gone. 

Queen Vic looked down on luscious grapes 
from high on brick-arched walls. 

Soft drinks were made for US troops 
and early aero engines built. 

An April Sunday - 
sunny, warm. 

Blackbird singing, 
cat protesting, 

little girls perplexed.  

 

Judith Carey 

Windsor Road 

Following our successful series of 
events and walks based around  
Windsor Road Judith Carey was    
inspired to verse. 

±ŀƭŜǊȅ ϧ tŜǘŜǊ CŀƛǊƘǳǊǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ǊŜŜǎ όΨŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΩΚύ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ 
complete beginners and others       
interested in researching their family     
history with the aid of a computer. 

There is a great deal of information      
accessible by the most basic computer 
with an Internet connection (ideally 
Broadband) and several programmes 
designed to help.  Val and Peter will 
show you how to get started and hope 
to convince you that this could be the 
start of a fascinating and very          
ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ ΨƘƻōōȅΩΦ 

 

Family History Event - 27 August 
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As some of you may know, I have had an interest in transport since I was quite young. Hidden in our collection are two        
memoirs, one of John Holden who was station master at Bexhill Central from 1892 until 1923 and the other by his son, Norman 
Holden. Together they give us much information about employment on the railways and general family life in the later 19th and 
first half of the 20th ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΦ !ǎ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǊŀŘƭŜ ǘƻ DǊŀǾŜΩ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǎǘǳƳŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΣ L ŀƳ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ IƻƭŘŜƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ WƻƘƴ ǿƻrked 
at as he made his way up from Telegraph Clerk to Station Master. Carol Sargent has carried out research into the family and this 
will also be featured. 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ{ƛŘƭŜȅΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ 
freshly delivered from its makers in 1898 and was one of seven used in the construction of the Crowhurst, Sidley & Bexhill    
Railway (Bexhill West branch). It was found in a builders skip in the town so please keep your eyes peeled when you see them! 
With the help of Peter Carey, we have managed to obtain details of this engine as well as the other locomotives and their     
subsequent owners as they were all redeployed after building the branch was finished in 1902. Some survived into quite      
modern times but only one is thought to survive now. This will form a small display in the Refreshment area to be mounted 
soon (as time allows). 

On the subject of the Bexhill West Branch railway we have also received an enormous plan produced by British Railways in the 
1960s showing the Bexhill West Station (with room names and details) and all the trackwork, buildings etc up to north of the 
bridge over Little Common Road. Unfortunately its condition and size prevent display at present but it will be available for    
research.            Don Phillips 

Station Masters & Locomotives 


